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Stiteler 1 

Appearing imm gmrful &m t prtin ^^^m,itm prft^ rfArplifes thi^ Map. 
impeccably groomed horse around 4 timky mm^ <rf QplG^fylly pai^djunip^ ^tunniji^ 

faMta@ches» and shiny black boots, she is 

completely oblivious as she makes the difficult ride $ip^W effortless. Her gallant stee:^ 
m0M G¥^t^ iMt f%mm m Ef te^ m& Msx^ ©sMs fs^ aioi ii@ ea©wi bwl^iiil@ 
applause as the pair's near perfect performance wins them the coveted blue ribbon. 

that horseback riding would be a perfectly acceptable sport for the elite daughters ^ 
WfeSith^ Sen during the and lif0*^s. setelaily suifebk, and n^nedm^Mv^s, 

riature of riding ultimately l^^d iQ thp ctm&m of the ridmg pi;qf am at SweexBciar 
C©!!©^^ ?awi enaMsd ft to grow one of the best collegiate riding programs in 

the country. Originally created as an ^temative activity im mm§0Mm spo^^ riding at 
Sweet Briar College evolved from a genteel pastime Into a competitive and nationally 

During the first half of the twentieth century, Southern women's colleges 

|epgraphic, and social issues caused Southern men to believe that the only way to 
mal^^to rsicial, soeial^^sd st^ual supmraa^ was ^ fr@s@r¥e^u^ei^ i^diiasi^ mo^ 
impprtantly that of a charming* submissive beauty^ the southern belie. Sguthern men were 



' Amy Thompson McCandless, "Preserving the Pedestal: EesCfit^tions ofi Serial Ltf^at 
S0«tem Wtoen*s Colleges 1920-1940",1993 p.47. 



Stiteler2 

to be an object of beauty and virtue, obedient, and above all noac»^te^. 

Dyiiilg to cilkp*S ^M^immMm yemSi the Bwmi Wmr wimvsxi0m$m used Its 
rural setting as a tQol to pron:iote pedestal ideals,, Hidden ftway from, ^e modem feminist, 
fea^^ ta! rtfW^i^^lfc l^^my m€\'^0^ thought to be dangerous, 
Sweet Briar students were encomged to prf^pat^ iii g^leel, oiitdc^r prt^^^ 
IJW^ft horse couiitfl?^ Sweet Briar's idyllic country setting con^W^f 

ffeldt, which mirrored the beauty that the college was hoping to promote in its students.^ 

enjoyment of nature played an important role in Sweet Briar's .exM^MOii^^activities. 
^iAhIs w« eneoutm^i to psll©l|®^ in 
hiking, boating, and horseback riding. 

tweet Briar College inting In mlf fm^^ MthQW§h «has tek.etM,imd 

tehis^^i during Sweet Briar's early years, they were thought to be aggres^^ mi 
pQ$^iU^ pos^a ttatf to student life. "Competition in athletics is confmed to contests 
between the classes of the college and the academy; this is an important feature, 

BliRj^se without exaggerating the importance of the contests to a nerve racking strain, as 
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Thus, noncompetitive sports were encouraged and the riding program was hom^ 
the college to offer its young, wealthy pupils. The College's prime location, allowed it to 
was hugely popular with students and administration alike because of its socially 



the first formative. ye,ars of tM idl?^©, riding proved mope of a hobby than a 



sport, wm n 

th& aearhy Amherst lively. Twili^ rite, fimm^ mi ^.<ms^mA fQl^mt esisjed as 
the msdn aetivities of the riding program. It wasn't until 1924 when the Harriet H©^II 
Eoptf teiau tjiff^ity fmlmt$^m li^ail^^r^^ttf fclii© program begun to 
blossom and grow. The energetic horsewoman persuaded the college lo eMblish a riding 

uniform excellence among her scholarly riders, Rogers instituted annual rating centers 



Juslfive years after the first horses were brought to campus, the May Day show of 
and .it wasn't the first £^)pearance of conapetition, it demonstrated the 



^ Young Women's Christian Association, "Sweet Briar College 



1918", pAZ, 
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wn -which to siti hl^hers were re&exved for visitors. ^During the 
teaming existed ts ott^isf lie m@#JMftl wi ie^wniing spmm Is-w6le^ $ 
Sl^eellfiltr riders pfiticip^te4r^ His^ etfMftgs^feluintiiig had many 

social rules that regulated what riders may wear, how ha^ifeoMd be groomed Hid. 
wh^retoy my :ide:M.te fctmtiL4 iTlft#i^ |eiii^|f M^fl^ii 1^ t^^sliisisa! prnt- 
hunt breakfast party, provid^^ESWiy opportunities for the elite to rub elbows, (footnote 6) 



ive forms of the event. In relation with the gravity of World War II, the pomp 
succor tetoiti^ sif lav^«ii^ a Mtidwl« p^htps ^t^ing Imml Isirts te 
^lase ^heir 4CtiYities. Despite the lack of hunting ©^©rtunities, the Sweet Briar riders 

itudents. In 1945, two students dmmi up ^ fmm in order to cmt^ m "paper chase". A 
group of riders on hor^ht^kfollowed the trail of paper cross country in hot pursuttlf«6 

foxhunts, the group galloped across Sweet Briar's rolling hill for sheer fujn. Seemingly 

Whether riding for pleasure or competition, the equestrian program steadily grew 

social events* the riding developed a national reputation for competition and was a 



"Horse Show Offers Seven Ring Event". Sweet Briar News . 1 May 1929, p.1,3. 
^ "Thanksgiving D^y Hunt to Start at 7A.M., Sweet Briar Ne^s. mMmm^M 
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more popularly known as three da|' eventing,, are comprised of a cros? country jumping 



E:Bf!tr's rigorous riding program, s^liiE 
^Mlion Qf fwe^l Bria/'iS aiding, wbeu she pl^^ 
third in the American Rally, and first in the Canadto Eally, whm lit, was the oalf 

gray returned to Sweet Briar and graduate the following year in 1971 and less than a 

write many books, and again represent the United states in the 1988 Olympic games, and 

^tljipiifies to e?5,iell^teom|)etitors that the Sweet Briar Riding Program was producing 
during the tlWf:«l early lOT*$v 

la 1.97Q, pltnB WWBffttiWI |0 i^n^ti i mo^era ridiag center that w@uld 
symbolize the excellence of Sweet Briar's riding progran^fJfe highly anticipated 

community, the new riding center should equal or surpass that of any other compambife 
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©f 1971 mwW atn^lem 



i^^ers. The c^E^truGtion of the center was funi 
#dicatioa was (k^tei as. "huge, brl^^^^J?^ 



an anonymous donor and upon its 



*m 



In truth the Sweet Briar community had creaied a facility that equaled m 
mmsmd anf mm M^if Ih imttmift imt^iajfty .m^demi^. Boasting; an 

indoor ring bigger than a football field, 49 roomy box stalls to hotl^. ^arfilj^ttS ^- 

smaller barns, and a myriad of paddocks for turnout. Also consisting of two fields full of 
jMps i M^p otitiM i^^mi mm mm m^^M^n ride^ faellite af iw^t 
Bmr bfcam§.:a. vei^f impmtant symbol of the excellence of its riding program. " 

©^^^e^as^ €i»de th© iim arSw^ Wtr bmw mmf@mmm 
doiainatiag local,- s^|teml^ and national CQin|?e,UtiQ3S% TheBW*3llities at Sweet Briar 
drew world f&mm mimm md riders, and in addition to the MM^g^sA^I Mm 
tt^ru^mi Mm$ mmmi fe^lasM^ln^ aad itsbow)^, Ttagh camfeiing at the 
MlgtetleMs of competition, riliii iCJilltaed to foxhunt, and ride for pIM». In to 
Mi Qi 1^1, mm:^m ^mmmfsmmd ^^^M^Mt Mni| mj^on, Mm$ 
three-day reunion, alums were invited to compete in an on campus horse show, and h^l 



Mkrtt 



Briar News , 2 October 1970, p.l. 
'° "The Dedication of the Harriet Bomil llQgers Riding Center", Alumnae Magazine, 
Winter 1972, p.29. 

^1 iteiiGation of Hm-riet Howell Rogers Mng Center", A tnnmaejsl^ritm 



tetitCoUegiate riding team captured their first national title. Competing against 
1980, Sweet Briar riders of ail levels and experience swept the prizes at the 53''' annual 



The same year Sweet Briar riders captured the coveted Affiliated Natipnai Ridiiiig, 

Tiie^hjqJiai:s pmed Iqiowl©df ©able mi feaknted in di:essa|a if^arif, etoss wmUf^ aad 
iMIum jumping. Given the opportunity to voice their opinions, competitors Kathy 
Taylor '8Q stmSf "We really Mm mm Df ^ h^^-d^t^p^^m,. QMfi: M 
he really backed us up and coached us to get ready", while teammate Darla Davis '80 



Adding another prestigious title, the 1980 SBC intercollegiate riding team 



winning in horse shows of grat?bin^ top honors at huuter ^aces,, the excellent 

1^ Sws®l®ri^d^^ ta^l^e «^tt^einl0f%0sp0til^^ll^*^#»k 



period brochtim4dv«rtis|iigthft riding pmgra^^ 



"Briar Riders Regroup", Sweet Briar News . 29 September 1978, p4. 
"Intercollegiate Horse Show Riders Capture Gli?«npwMp^, SweefeBriM- Mem. 13 
March 1980, p8. , - 

^ "¥ixeft ma» l§Wtie{)M^ M Sweet Briar New^: !:t IM^^ 

1980, p8. 

"Riders Gaptijr'& Top HoiiWI^'i ivreet Briar Mews. 10 Aj?ril 19^, §8, 



cause. 



tJie plan tp^ poduce aoagonipeliuye riders backfijred. The more accomplished Sweet Briar 

UninmntimaiJ^ became METOitt^^ for ri4iiil pjQgfan^ byt later embraced its excelleat 
ieompetitive reputation in order to draw A^^^ S#6el BdaF; Now a litEI^ evar 

oi4 Sweet Bri^ rMm$pto§tmt is still alive aaid strong. Weatberijag Uie chall^ 
of time well, the program has grown from 4 sophisticated hobby into a collegia^ Sfort 
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